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GANDHI'S religion is not to be summarized or compressed
into a few articles of faith; nor could it be confined merely
to its personal aspects. For a real exposition of Gandhi's
religion in all its varied features, one must survey it from
a wide, comprehensive standpoint. For Gandhi is nothing,
if he is not by his whole make-up a universalist, or an inter-
nationalist, if you please, although he chooses to pose before
the world at large as if his whole work was confined within
the limits of his native India. Therefore, a magazine article
would hardly do justice to Gandhi on his religious side,
for there is always the risk of misinterpretation or mis-
understanding in any attempt to review him from a narrow
standpoint. Nevertheless it is possible, I take it within the
limits of space at my disposal to present him in that
essential character of his which distinguishes or rather
centra-distinguishes him from all other workers in the field
of religion. But if so, it would be a mere introduction to
the study of Gandhi's religion in all its manifold activities
and applications.
The thing which distinguishes Gandhi from everybody
else, including professors and teachers of religion is that he
makes no distinction of religion as a thing apart from life,
Whence it follows that from his point of view, the secular
and the religious in life must not remain separated and
contra-distinguished one from another; but that, on the
contrary religion must permit, pervade and transform life
and its varied activities. Thus Gandhi would spiritualize
the politics, education, commerce, social life and the
economic and industrial activities of a country; and thus
inform each with a high common purpose and make of
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